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THINK.CREATE.REFLECT.RESPECT 

Challenging All Students to be Critical and Creative Thinkers 

 
Dear Croton-Harmon Students, Parents, Staff and Community Members: 
 
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year.  As we begin our new school year and as I develop 
my first message, I would like to start off with a quote that reads, “The function of education is 
to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character - that is the 
goal of true education.” - Martin Luther King, Jr.   
 
As I read this quote, I began to reflect on our District tagline: 
 

Think. Create. Reflect. Respect. 
Challenging All Students to Be Critical and Creative Thinkers 

 
As we have come to know, critical thinking is the process of continuously asking questions 
while acquiring knowledge, developing a plan, evaluating a claim supporting an idea and 
considering different perspectives. Our teachers and administrators have been busy planning 
for this school year, which I am sure promises to be rich with opportunities to think critically.  
 
The second part of the quote speaks to one’s character.  Developing character along with 
being a critical and creative thinker is equally as important. Each day is an opportunity to 
build character and each day we are given the opportunity to contribute to a culture of respect 
by being respectful to one another, our community, our environment, and our world.  
 
I encourage our Croton-Harmon School Community to be bold in our critical thinking and 
always choose to demonstrate kindness. These are the character traits that will lead our 
students to their future world. I believe in our District Mission and Vision, I believe in the 
Croton-Harmon School Community, I believe in our staff and faculty that are ready to greet 
our students on the first day of school and I believe in our community partners that have 
joined us on this important journey. Let’s get ready for an AWESOME school year. 
 
Yours in “Mission Possible,” 
 

Dr. Deborah O’Connell 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


